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Tumbler Ridge UNESCO Global Geopark Downtown Walking Tour

The Tumbler Ridge Downtown Walking Tour is a 1.5 km walk that takes you
through the downtown area, past many displays and interesting features.
These displays showcase the history of Tumbler Ridge, from the first settlers
through the coal mining days, the discovery of dinosaur fossils and bones,
wind power, and the beautiful scenery and geology that helped the area
become the Tumbler Ridge UNESCO Global Geopark.

STOP *1: VISITOR CENTRE

This attractive log building was completed in July 2015. It houses Visitor
Information Services, which is managed by the Tumbler Ridge UNESCO
Global Geopark (TRUGG), along with office space for TRUGG staff. The
building boasts in-floor heating, and large windows that overlook some of the
adventure destinations visitors might want to see.

Chainsaw Carving beside the Visitor Centre



The District of Tumbler Ridge purchased a unique chainsaw carving of two
dinosaurs from the District of Chetwynd, which is prominently displayed in
front of the Visitor Centre.

STOP *2: GEOINTERPRETIVE CENTRE (map will need to be updated)

The Geointerpretive Centre was completed in the spring of 2024, with funds
from xxx and xxx. The groundbreaking ceremony on xxx included dignitaries
including Chief Caliou, xxx.
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Geointerpretive Centre

Inside the Geointerpretive Centre, there are displays showing xxx. The Centre
can be booked for functions, and the conference room is a popular place for
local meetings.



STOP *3: TUMBLER BRANCH LINE RAILWAY CABOOSE

The caboose was donated to the town by BC Rail.
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TUMBLER BRANCH LINE
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Railway Caboose

Signs around the caboose show interesting hiking locations that are visible
from town.



STOP *4: MINING SHOVEL BUCKET

This bucket is from a P&H electric shovel, model 2100BL. It was donated by
Teck Corporation and installed here by LaPrairie Crane in August 2005 to
commemorate the two original coal mines in Tumbler Ridge. The Quintette
mine was originally owned by Denison Mines Ltd., and the Bullmoose mine
was owned by Teck Resources Ltd. The bucket has a capacity of 15 cubic
yards - stand inside and see how big it really is!

Mining Shovel Bucket
STOP "5: PARK

This park across from Town Hall has benches and picnic tables, and is a
lovely spot to stop and enjoy a snack or picnic lunch, and take in the view.
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Town Hall Park



STOP “6: TOWN HALL

The municipality of Tumbler Ridge was incorporated in April 1981, with
construction of the town infrastructure happening over the next two years.
This included the Town Hall, which was designed by Downs/Archambault
Architects and won an award by the Architectural Institute of British Columbia
in 1984. Seen from above, this building is shaped like a dove. Inside you will
find council chambers, friendly staff, and a stuffed grizzly bear.

Tumbler Ridge Town Hall



STOP *7: OUTDOOR EXERCISE PARK

This outdoor exercise park was built here to be close to the seniors housing
complex. It was installed in 2011, and has benches for resting between sets
of exercise.

Outdoor Exercise Park

STOP “8: CENOTAPH AND COMMEMORATION OF FALLEN VETERANS

In 2015 the cenotaph area was greatly enhanced. Benches were added, the
stone walkway was laid down, and a sign was installed commemorating fallen
World War Il soldiers from the Peace Region whose names were given to
local mountains and rivers. Tulips, donated by Holland, were planted in a
special garden.

Cenotaphand Fallen Veterans Display



STOP "9: ELECTRICAL BOX

Life-like scenes of caves, mountains, waterfalls and dinosaurs were painted
on this electrical box in 2009 by Joan Zimmer.

per
Painted Electrical Box

STOP “10: MURALS BEHIND KC’S DOLLAR STORE

Local artist Rita Henderson painted these murals based on waterfalls in
Monkman Provincial Park in 2016. They are on the back wall of Rockin Rob’s
Dollar Store. One shows dinosaurs at Kinuseo Falls, and the other depicts
bears frolicking in Monkman Creek in front of Monkman Falls. The owner of
the Dollar Store at the time built the frames for these murals.

Kinuseo Falls Mural - ~ Monkman Falls Mural



STOP “11: MINING PHOTOS IN RIDGE CANNABIS WINDOWS

Anglo American, who operated the Trend Coal Mine near Tumbler Ridge, had
a downtown office in this space. They enhanced the eight windows with
photographs from the Trend mine on the slopes of Roman Mountain. This
space is now the Ridge Cannabis store.

Window Photos

STOP *12: INDIGENOUS ART ON SHOP EASY FOODS BUILDING

This indigenous artwork has been on the outside of the grocery store in town
since the early years.

Indigenous Art on Shop Easy Building
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STOP “13: TRMF DISPLAYS IN COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Tumbler Ridge Museum Foundation has thirty displays in the Community
Centre, including the history of the early explorers and pioneers, the first
maps of the area, information on archaeology, the creation of Tumbler Ridge,
fossil displays and a Sports Hall of Fame.

A Culturally MOdIerd Tree found near Flatbed Creek
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STOP “14: MURALS IN THE AQUATIC CENTRE

Tumbler Ridge artist Darcy Jackson, who is also a lifeguard at the pool, has
been painting murals on the walls of the aquatic centre since 2015. They
include scenes of local waterfalls, lakes and wildlife.

Quality Falls and Kinuseo Falls Painting
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STOP *15: PAINTINGS ON COMMUNITY CENTRE WALLS

Joan Zimmer used photographs of local activities and scenery to paint the five
mural collages on this wall. They showcase everything from skating,
dogsledding, snowmobiling and skiing in winter, to boating, fishing, hunting,
rock climbing, finding dinosaur footprints, swimming, running and hiking in our
outdoor wilderness.

Community Centre Murals
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TOP *16: OUTDOOR GAZEBO

This gazebo was added to the Community Centre building in 2010. It is used
for outdoor events such as Canada Day celebrations, musical performances
and community parties.

Outdoor Gazebo

STOP *17: ROMAN WALKWAY

The Roman Walkway is a circle of benches in the downtown area from which
there is a wonderful view of the mountains to the south. It is a great place for
a picnic lunch. This is where the community Christmas Tree is decorated and
lit up for the holiday season.

Roman Walkway
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STOP “18: PHOTOS ON HEALTH CENTRE WINDOWS

Hiking Photo

The windows on the walls of the Health Centre have photographs depicting,
outdoor activities within the Tumbler Ridge UNESCO Global Geopark. These
include ice climbing, hiking, running, canoeing, snowshoeing, mountain biking
and cross country skiing. Funding for these images was obtained from the
Northern Health through the Healthy Communities Committee. There are two
benches where you can sit in the shade and admire the photos.
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STOP *19: NORTHERN LIGHTS PHOTOS ON NORTHERN LIGHTS
COLLEGE

Northern Lights College Photos

The two northern lights images on the Northern Lights College were taken by
local photographers. The photo on the right of the Murray River was taken by
Anthony Rahardjo, and the left photo was taken by Kevin Sharman just north
of Tumbler Ridge.

From here you can complete the walk back to the Visitor Centre parking lot.
Funding for some of the artwork on the Downtown Walking Tour was provided

by Northern Health, the Tumbler Ridge Community Forest, Northern Lights
College, KC’s Dollar Store & More, and the District of Tumbler Ridge.
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